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The eee, vg | 


"> — little more 
yet done in our Language, into 
thoſe Writings which are commonly called 
Apocryphal, by way of Diſtinction from thoſe 
that are uſually ſtiled Canonical; the former 
of which are generally bound up with the 
latter in our Folio and Quarto Bibles, and 
even in ſome Ofav's, whereby they are 
thought (as we have too much Reaſon to 
fear) by many of the lower Sort of Readers 
to be of equal Authority, eſpecially by thoſe 
who attend the Service of the Church on the 
Week Days in the Months of OfFober and 
November, and the latter Part of September, 
and ſeveral Saints Days, and hear Chapters 
of Tobit, Fudith, &c. read for the firſt Leſ- 
A2 | ſon, 


4 The Huroductory Preface, | 
ſon, juſt as they do the other Scriptures at 


other Times: From whence tis natural for 


the ignorant Part of the People (many of 
whom cannot read at all) to infer and con- 
clude, chat they are of equal Truth, where 
by they are unhappily led into a groſs and 
dangerous Miſtake. And 1 have. tie rather 


choſen to employ ſome Time and Paine 
7 that 


upon this Subject, becauſe it is a 
has never been handled ex profiffo, or | by it- 
celf, in the:Eagk/b Tongue; at leaſt, I habe 
never ſeen or heard of any diſtinct Treatifc 


ereupon. I know, ſeveral Things relating 
hereunto are to be met with in controverſi- 


al Writings; eſpecially in them. that have 


paſſed between the Divines of the eſtahliſlied 
Church, and thoſe of the Separation; but a 


3 * Reader muſt be at the Expence of 


a great deal more Time and Money, than 
his Circumſtances or Capacity will well al-. 
tow, to fatisfy himſelf, or to be able to form 
any ſolid Judgment in an Affair of this Im- 


I have therefore, for the Aſſiſtance | 


of ſuch Perſons, brought together the Sub- 
ſtance of what may. ſeem 'needful to be 
known upon this Head, and placed it as it 


were 


The Introductory Preface. 5 
were in one View, that fuch as ſhall be 
pleaſed to peruſe what I have here writ, may 
ſpare the Labour of a tedious Search after 
Truth, by tracing it through ' ſeveral Vo- 
lumes, in which, what relates to this Sub- 
ject, is interſperſed among many other con- 
troverted Points. And before I proceed fur- 
ther, I do here ſeriouſly and ſolemnly profeſs, 

that I have not written what follows out of 
a quarrelſome or litigious Humour, or with 


a Deſign only to reflect upon, and reproach 


great and juſt Veneration, as being one of the 
principal'Bulwarks,' under God, of the Prote- 
ſtant * againſt the Idolatry, Tyran- 
ny, and Slavery, to which that odious 
Thing, called Popery, has ſubjected ſo great 
a Part of the World; but with a Deſign to 
lament and expreſs my deep and hearty Con- 
cern for what I cannot but apprehend a great 
Defect and 'Blemiſh. I do not write in a 
Way of ſcornful upbraiding my Superiours, 

' but. in a Way of modeſt Complaint, and 

moſt humble Repreſentation to the Rulers | 

and Governors of the Church, both Eccleſia- 
ſtical and Civil, I am very well aſſured, 
= . that 


the eſtabliſned Church, for which I have a 


6 The Introductory Preface. 
that the binding up the Apocryphal with the daa 
cred Books inthe fame Volume (a Practice which 
I heartily wiſh were forbidden by Authority) 
and the publick Reading ſeveral Parts of the 
former in the Church; is what has been a great 
Grievance to ſeveral worthy, and learned, 
and pious Perſons; both of the Clergy and 
Laity, who ſubmit to the Eſtabliſhment, 
and in molt things approve it; and that it is 
a Stumbling-block to thoſe who diſſent from 
it, and one of the principal Objections againſt 
their Conformity to it ; they looking upon 
the Reſpect paid to the Aporrypha, as a too 
great Symbolizing with the Church, which 
has thought fit to canonize the greateſt Part 
thereof. There are no ſmall Number among 
the former who heartily wiſh that the Church 
were well rid of the Appcryphal Books, at 
leaſt thoſe of Tobit, Fudith, Suſanneh, Bell 
and the Dragen, which, though. they have 
been received into the Canon by the Council, 
or rather Conventicle, of Trent, have been 
plainly proved by ſome of the moſt eminent 
Proteſtant Writers, not only foreigners, 
ſuch as Chamier, Molneus, Spanbemius, &c. 
but ſeveral of our own Country, as Rainolds, 
Whitaker, 


The Introductory Profle. 7 
Whitaker, Ames, &c. in their Conteſts 
with Cardinal Bellarmine, the great Goliab of 
the Papiſts, to be ſtuffed with many fictitious 
Stories and putid Fables, as falſe as any of 
the ridiculous and monſtrous Tales of the 
Talmud or | Koran, or as any of the Popiſh 
Legends; yea, not only falſe, but profane and 
impious to an high Degree. And to me it is 
indeed very ſhocking and melancholy to think, 
that Miniſtersſhould be obliged toread, and the 
People to hear ſuch vile Traſh and Trumpe- 
ty in the Houſe of God, and from the Deſk, 
which is, or ſhould be, a Place ſacred to 
Truth, from whence nothing - ſhould be 
heard but the lively  Oracles of God, all 
-whoſe Words are Verity, and who has all 
Lying and Falſhood in perfect Abomination; 
and where can he be ſuppoſed to abhor it 
more than when it is publiſhed in his own 
Temples by his Ambaſſadors, as if it were 
in his Name, and by his Authority: And I 
freely own that the hearing a Chapter read 
at Church out of one of the forementioned fa- 
bulous and romantick Books, juſt before a 
Leſſon out of the New Teftament, has given 
me a greater Uneaſineſs than I am well able 
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the Hearts of many that have a Senſe of the 
Excellency of Truth and Virtue do ake with- 


abſurd Apacrypùal 


among thoſe profane and old Wives Fables, 
which the holy Apoſtle St. Paul warns Timothy 
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to expreſs, and I certainly know that I am fir 
from being alone in theſe gentiments, but that 


in them upon ſuch Occafions ; and what fad 
Thoughts muſt be ſuppoſed to riſe in the 


Minds of - pions Clergymen, when: they are 


forced; to fill the Ears of ſuch: judicious and 
ſerious Chriſtians as attend upon their facred 
Miniſtrations, and join with them in their 


publick Devotions with ſich filthy Stuff as is 
cngugh to, miſe Diſgaſt in all that have any 
true Taſte of Religion and good Manners. 
And give me Leave to add, that I am very 


much inclined to think that ſome of theſe 


Tales, as particularly thoſe ; 
of Tobit, Fudith,and Belland the Dragan, a 


and Titus againſt, 1 Tim, i. 4. and iv. 7. 
Tit. i. 14. In the firſt of which Places he 
writes thus to Timothy, I beſought thee iu a- 
bide ſtill at Epheſus, that thou mighteſt charge 
ſome that they tearh no other Doctrine, vacither 
give Heed to Fables, And-in the ſeed] he 

profanc 
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profane and ud Wives Fables. And in the 
third, he bids Titus to rebuke, the Cretans 
ſharyh, that they might be ſound in the Faith, 
not giving Herd to: Jewiſh Fables. For my 
Part I ſcarce know to what. Fables of the N 
lying Jews the Apoſtle was more likely to 
have -a Reference; than to ſome of 'thoſe 
which are to be found in the Books above- 
mentioned, and which were, it ſeems, com- 
== long before the Incarnation of our Sa- 
I dont ay; or ſuppoſe, that 9 

were — only Fables he had Reſpect unto, 
but J cannot” help thinking there 8 
Probability that thoſe; among others, were 
meant and intended by him, in theſe divine 
Admonitions; for tis hardly poſſible that there 


ſhould be any Fables more profane and im- 
pious than ſome of thoſe which theſe Books 
preſent us with, of which Plain and parti- 
cular Inſtances ſhall be given in the following 
Treatiſe 3 and if ſo, what an- horrid thing is. 
it, that the Miniſters of Chrift, now-a-Days, | 
ſhould be ſo far from ſhuning and avoiding 
theſe wretched Fables, that tend. to. poiſon 
the Minds of the Hearers, inſtead of profiting; 
them, that they ſhould read them with a 
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10 The Intriduffory Preface. 
great deal of Solemnity in the Church as 4 
Part of their publick Worſhip of a God of 
infinite Truth and Purity, on Pretence of af. 
fording them InſtruQtian and Edification. 1 
may poſſibly be thought too warm in this 
Matter, and too harſh and ſevere in theſe. 
Expreſſions; but when the ill Conſequence of 
ſuch a PraQtice as binding up theſe Books in 
the Sacred Volume, and reading them to the 
People, when they are gathered together to 
pay their Homage to God, and to hear his 
moſt Holy Word, is duly conſidered, and 
what a fatal and pernicious Influence they 
may have upon their Minds and Morals, I 
humbly conceive that it will be judged by ſe- 

rious Perſons that toogreat Warmth can ſcarce 
be ſhewn, in fuch a Caſe, by any who' have 
becoming Zeal and Concern for the Honour 
and Intereſt of God and Religion; and I free- 
ly confeſs I have been very much ſurprized 
to find ſome Divines of great Name and 
Note for Learning and Piety, after they had 
plainly enoy gh owned the Folly andFalſhood 
of (eral Storigs to be met with in theſe 

Books ; yet to be ſo inconfiſtent with them- 

ſelves, as to endeavour t to palliate and excuſe, 

if 


The Introductory Preface. IT 
if not to defend and plead for the Reading of 
them, as Fables or Allegories from which 

ſome good and uſeful Senſe may be extract- 
ed: And I do not ſee but upon the fame 
Pretence they may read the Fables of p 
to the People, 1 plead the ſame thing hy 
way of Apology for their ſo doing, for I am 
bold toſay, that many of thoſe Fables do 
afford a much ak Moral than any that 
can be fairly picked out of ſeveral Chap- 
ters of theſe Serin Books, which are 
read for Leſſons of Inſtruction to the Peo- 
ple, who, if they exerciſed their conſidering 
Power and Faculties as they ought, could ne- 
ver ſurely have ſo much Patience as to ſit to 
hear _ and I wiſh, that it might pleaſe 
God to put it into the Hearts of thoſe that 
have the Power in their Hands, to rectify and 
reform this unaccountable and indefenſible 
| Cuſtom that has ſo long obtained in the 
Church, and fo grieved and ſadned the Hearts 
of ſome of the beſt Chriſtians of all Perſua- 
ſions and Denominations. I grant indeed 
that as to the Books of Ecclfizfticus, and that 
called The Wiſdom of Solomon, they do con- 
tain a great many excellent things, and if 

; B 2 | any 
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any human Writings deſerve to be read in the 
Houſe of God, they do. Theſe ancient 
Books are full of grave, 'wiſe, and weighty 
Sentences, Apothegmes,” of Aphoriſms; very 
much reſcrabling the Proverbs of Solomon, 
and poſſibly ſome, yea, many of them, might 
have that great and wiſe King for their Au- 
thor, though there are even in theſe admirable 
Writings ſome few evident Marks of human 
Weakneſs and Infirmity, which I may take 
ſome farther Notice of in my Progreſs, and 


which forbid us to put them upon an equal 


Foot, with the inſpired and canonical Scriptures 


of the Old Teftament,and for which Reaſon I 


am not fully ſatisfied with the publick Reading 


"even of theſe the moſt excellent of all the 


| Apocryphal Books, eſpecially conſidering that 
this is done to the Excluſion of ſome Part 


of the Sacred Canon, But not to purſue this 
Matter any farther, and to draw to à Cldſe 
of what may ſeem tdo long an Intrudoction; 
ſhall enly add to what has been ſaid, that 


I have not conſulted many Authors in com- 
poſing the following Eſſay. The Writer of 


whom I have made the chief Uſe, is Dr. F. 
Rainolds, who is et inſtar omnium upon 
this 
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this Subject. The learned Biſhop Barlow men- 
tions him with particular Marks of Reſpect 
in his Directions for the Choice of Books in the 
Study of Divinity“, where he ſays, that there are 
many Controverſies learnedly diſcuſſed ob:ter 
(by the Way, or incidently) in thoſe two Vo- 
lumes, beſides thoſe about the Canon. The 

vaſt Learning of Dr. Ramolds is acknowledged 
on all Sides. Anthony Wood (a Gentleman 
who was very far from writing partially in 
Fayour of any Divines who deſired a farther 
Reformation in the eſtabliſhed Church, as Dr, 
*Rainolds undoubtedly did, being a Perſon prin- 
cipally concerned in the Conference at Hamp- 
ton Court before King James I. tho? he lived 
and died in the Communion thereof) in the 
firſt Volume of his Hiſtory of Oxford ix riters, I 
gives a great Encomium of this Author. 
He fays, from Dr. Featly, who pronounced 
his Funeral Oration, that Rainolds was a Per- 
fon of prodigious Reading, and the veryTrea- 
fury of Erudition ; and from Dr. Hakewell, 
that Ly — excelled to the Aſtoniſh- 


* Printed at Oxford, in 1700. Page 15. 
Page 289, &c. of the firſt Edition, 


ment 
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14 TheIntroduffory Prefate, 
ment of all that were acquainted' with him; 
ſo that it might be truly ſaid of him, that he 
. was a living Library, and a third Univerſity. 
To the fame Purpoſe Biſhop Hall fays con- 
cerning him, in a Letter to a Friend at Ve- 
nice, that he alone was a well furniſhed Li- 
brary, full of all Faculties, of all Studies, of 
all Learning, The Memory, the Reading of 
that Man, was near to a Miracle. This Paſ- 
ſage is alſo quoted by Mood, to which he adds, 
The Truth is, he was moſt prodigiouſly ſeen 
in all kind of Learning, and had turned over 
all Writers, Profane, Eccleſiaſtical, and Di- 
vine, all the Councils, Fathers, and Hiſtories 
of the Church. He was alſo moſt excellent 
in all Tongues, of a ſharp and nimble Wit, of 
mature Judgment and indefatigable Induſtry, 
and ſo well ſeen in all Arts and Sciences, as 
if he had ſpent his whole Time in each of 
them. 80 eminent he was alſo for Virtue, 
Probity, Integrity, Piety, and Sanctity of 
Life (ſays Dr. Craconthorp) that it might be 
. faidof him, as it was of Athangſius by Na- 


zianzen, to name Rainolds is to commend 
Virtue itſelf, g 
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WR AVING faid cis much by 
way of Introduction, I ſhall now 

8 proceed to a more particular Diſ- 
=F=22 cuſſion of the main Argument 
or Subject of this Eſſay, viz. the Books 
commonly called eee la and here I ſhall 
firſt enquire a little into the Reaſon of the 
Name, and then diſtribute theſe Books into 
two- Ranks or Claſſes, under the former of 
which I ſhall comprize thoſe which the Pa- 
pits themſelves exclude out of the Sacred 
Canon, and the latter thoſe which their falſly 
called General Council of Trent thought fit 
to canonize, and under each of thoſe Heads 


E 
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I ſhall gi 


As to 182 firſt & thels to * 
Reaſon of the Name, or why the Boo 
about 4 The we bee now diſcourſing, 
are ſtil > TI ſhould proba- 
bly be able to 70 a more abefaQtory * Ac- 
count hereaf could I meet with a Diſſerta» 
tion publiſhed ſome Years ago by the very 


learned James Triglandius the younger, De 

librorum tone, who, it 

ſeems, has diſcuſſed this Matter with great Ac- 

caracy, but Lam informed the Book is grown 

ſo ſcarce, even in Holland itſelf, that tis very 

difficult to procure it, So that 1 muſt con- 
tent myſelf with hinting tom Readers; what 

is to be met mittcin/Grank Antbors BASK. 

had Qccafion to touch Wen this Sug, 72 

more eſpecially in the Gampleat Hi 

Canon, vvritten hy that late — 

Sorbonne, Lewis Elkes au Pin, one of 15 — 

ingenuous Writers among thoſe of the Remſh 

Church. He tells us, Page 2, of the E 

k/ Tranſlation, That the Books of the 

are called Canonical Books, becauſe — arg 

in the Catalogue of thoſe Books which are 

looked upon as ſacred, to Which the Name 

of Canon is aſcribed, which Word fignifies 
= he obſerves i in his Notes) not only a Law, 

or 


/ 
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Lat. He adds, that theſe Canonical Bog 


are oppoſed to ſuch as are _ „ 
wink nder are not acknowledged as 25 
Books, or are refected as Heretical and Spn- 
rious. Now as to the Etymo of the 
Word Aporryphul, he fays in his Notes that 
it is very evident, being derived from the 
Ortel Verb, Browdrrev,. which ſignifies t6 
ide or conceal; and he ſhews in what fol- 
lows that there are various Reafons 5 | 
the Fathers and others, why they are ſo called. 
St. Auſtin in his 15th Book, d coitate Det, 
ſays, that they are called fo, becauſe their 
Original was not khown to thie Fathers, by 
whom the Authority of the genuineScriprures 
has been handed dowii to us by a very 
clear and evident Tradition: St. Auſtin's 
bwn Words are (Page 235. of the quarto di- 
tion at Francfort; 1661, with the Notes 
of Vives; &c. Vol: 2d) Omittamus earum 
Scriptararum fabule que Aporryphae nun 
4 , ed quod earum occulta origo non cla- 
ruit patribus a quibus que ad nus autoritas ve- 
racium feripturarum certiſſimd & notiffims fuc- 
teffione pervenit. To which he adds, Is his autem 
Aporryphss egi invenitur #liqua veritas, tamen 
propter multa Lale nulla eſt canonica aut luri- 
fas, i. e. Tho there is ſome Truth found in 
theſe apocryphal — they: would be 


ſtrange 


18 An ESSAY conterning 
ſtrange - Writings indeed to read in the 
Church, if they were all Lies) yet by rea- 
ſon of many falſe Things, they have no ca- 
nonical Authority. Thus (ſays Mr. Du Pin) 
according to St. Auſtin, a Book is apocryphal, 
becauſe its Authority is not eſtabliſhed on a 
clear and credible Teſtimony ; and he might 
have added, becauſe ſome Things contained 
in it are manifeſt Falſhoods; which, as St. 
Auſtin himſelf acknowledges, ſo I ſhall plain- 
ly prove afterwards to be the Caſe with moſt, 
yea, in ſome Degree, with all the Apocry- 
phal Books; for which Reaſon, they ſurely 
do not deſerve the Honour to be bound up 
with the ſacred Scriptures, and to be read (as 
many of the falſeſt of them are) to the Peo- 
ple, as if they were the Word of God; tho 
in the Article that relates to them, they are in 
Effect declared not to be ſo, when it ſays, that 
the Church doth read them for Example of 
Life, and Inſtruction of Manners; but yet 
it doth not apply them to eſtabliſh any Doc- 
trine; tho I fear this is more than the Gene- 
rality of the Vulgar know, who frequently 
hear them read inſtead of Leſſons out of the 
Old Teſtament, and, I doubt, believe them 
to be as true as Goſpel. : | 
I now return to Du Pin, who fays, 
(among other Particulars which it would be . 
too tedious to quote) that ſome of the an- 


1 


tient 
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tient Writers (for of them he is ſpeaking) pre- 
tend that the Apocrypbal Books are fo called, 

becauſe they were concealed, and not read 
commonly or publickly, and that in this Senſe 
Origen takes them ; and that the Author of 
the oc aſcribed to St. Athanaſus, lays, 
that they were ſo termed, becauſe they de- 
ſerved to be buried in Oblivion rather than 
read ; which is certainly true of ſome of the 
Books that are to this Day read in the Church, 

vir. Tobit, Fudith, and Bell and the Dragon, 
tho I will not ſay that Du Pin's Author had 

a particular Reſpect to theſe. 

Du Pin farther obſerves, that the Sacred 
Writings were locked up in the Temple, and, 
that the Apacryphal were without doubt — 
ed in a diftinct Archive from that where the 
Canonical Books lay, whence ſome Perſons have 
taken Occaſion to ſay, that the latter were 
ſo. called ar rig xpvrris, becauſe they were 
out of the Arch or Cheſt where the Sacred. 
Writings -2h 

Thus far Du Pin, who has herein the 
Concurrence of moſt other Authors I have 
yet met with upon the Subject. Thus Bur- 
mannus in his _ Theologtee (lib. i. ch. 6. 
P. 38.) fays, that the Apocryphal Books are. 
ſo called, quia Ecclſſæ non ſunt traditi cum 
certd teſti atione Sp. S. unde debent dronpùr 
rech & privatim haberi, non vero publice in 

C 2 Eccle= 
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Clefiam inferrt ; vel ſecundum alios quia aber unt 
a ſeriptd ſacrd, i e. reconditorio in quo libri ſa- 
cri recondebantur ;_ i. e. They are called Apo- 
 erypha, becauſe they are not delivered to 
the Church with the certain Teſtificatian 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore ought to 
be hid and kept private, and not publick- 
ly broug ht into the Church; or 7. a, 
others, uſe they were not to be foun 
in the ſacred Cheſt in which the Holy Writ- 
were laid up. 
To the ſame Purpoſe Gerard, a famous 
Eras Divine, expreſſes himſelf in his Exege- 
fs articulorum 4 ſeripturd ſacrd, &c. in 4to, 
25 9. 3 7 1 hbri dicuntur (ſays he) dre ⁊0 
cr rem, 9. J. abſconditi, &c. 
Thus Minſten, in his Guide to Tongues, or 
Dictionary of eleven Languages, under the 
Word Apocrypba, derives it from 46, quod 
erat rem, and #guzTw, i. e. ab zonds, as 
=. as to fay, A thing that ſhould be be cloſe- 
ly y Bid; or, whoſe Origine is very obſcure, 
though moſt. of the Books ſo called are, 
as! too publick, and too openly read in the 
facred Places, which i is what Iam here com- 
plaining of, and ſhould be glad to ſee redre ſſ- 
140 It were endleſs to mention all the Au- 
thors that might be produced to the ſame Ef- 
fect with thaſe already mentioned, many of 
whom 1 have conſulted, and met with Refe- 
rences 


- . | 
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Fences to ſeveral others which I have not 
ſeen, or have not at Hand. But I think 
enough has been ſaid already as to the Ety- 
mology or Derivation of the Word; and in- 
deed there is little Need to be very follicitous 
about it, for we are not now Kane ſo 
much about Words as Things. Tis not any 
thing near ſo material to enquire after the 
Original of the Greek Word ezoupugd, as to 
know 7 to be rightly informed of the 
Contents of thoſe Books, which ordinarily 
go under this Name; and are fo denominat- 
ed in our Bible, in Which they are (prob do- 
lor!) printed. And this brings me to the ſecond 
general Head of Diſcourſe, viz. To ſhew 
you what ſort of Books theſe are. 

And in order to your better Underſtanding 
hereof, I ſhalb divide or diſtinguiſhthemintotwo 
Ranks or Claſſes ; and the firſt Claſs ſhall be 
of ſuch as the Papi/ts themſelves do exclude 
from the rails of Scripture, though ſome 
even of theſe are bound up in our Bibles, but 

ot read to the P e Miniſters. The 
Title of theſe (which all Sides grant to be 
extra · canonical) as enumerated by Gerard, 
p. 81. of the Book already quoted are, the 
third and fourth of Eſaras, (which may be 
found in our Erg/;/þ Bibles) the third and 
fourth of the * (which are not there) 
the Prayer of Manaſes, which is alſo in our 
Bibles) 
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Bibles) the 151 P/alm, and the Appendix to 
the Book of Jeb, both which are to be 
found in the Verſion of the Septuagint, but 
are not in our Exgliſß Bibles, 5 
The ſecond Claſs is of ſuch Books as are 
reckoned Canonical by the Papiſts,in Submiſ- 
fion to the Decree of the Council of Trent, 
and thoſe are either whole Books, or only 
Parts and Fragments of Books. The Per 
Books are either didactical or hiſtorical. The 
didactical or doctrinal Books that lay down 
Rules and Precepts of holy living, and are 
indeed for the moſt Part excellent in their 
Kind, are two, viz. That called the Wi/aom 
of Solomon and Ecclefiafticus. The hiſtorical 
Books which are whole or perfect, are the. 
Books of Tobit, Fudith, Baruch, and the. 
firſt and ſecond of the Maccabees. The 
Fragments or Pieces of Books are the Addi- - 
tions to F/ther and to Daniel, the latter of 
which are the Seng of the three Children, the 
Hiſtory of Bell and the Dragon, and the Hi- 
ory of Suſanna, and laſtly the Epiſtle of Fe- 
AD to the Bok of B 4 7 
theſe the whole Book of Tobit, excepting the 
fifth Chapter; the whole Book of Juditb 
without any Exception; the whole Book of 
Wiſdom ; the greateſt Part of the Book of 
Ecelefiaftieus, excepting only the 26th Chap- 
ter, about good and bad Wives, Ec. _ 


* 


the ApoeRTPRHA. 23 


the latter Part of the 25th Chapter, which 
alſo contains an Invective againſt bad Women, 
and the latter Part of the 3oth Chapter, and 
the laſt Verſe of the 46th Chapter, in which 
Samuel is faid to have propheſied after he was 
dead; the whole Book of Baruch, the laſt 
Chapter of which contains the pretended E- 
piſtle of Feremy ; the fine Tale of Suſanna; 
and to bring up the Rear, the - ridiculous 
Story of Bell and the Dragon; all theſe, I ſay, 
are by the order of the Kalendar prefixed to 
the Book of Common Prayer, to be read for 
the firſt Leſſon, beginning the 27th of Sep- 
tember, and ending the 23d of November. 
Before 1 to the particular Conſide- 

' ration of theſe A hal Books of both 
| Sorts, or to ſhew the Follies Falſhoods, and 
Abſurdities that are to be found, eſpecially in 
ſome of -them, I ſhall entertain my Readers 
with the Subſtance of what the late Right 
Reverend Father in God Biſhop Burnet has 
excellently writ concerning them in his Ex- 
poſition of the 6th Article of the Church of 
England, near the Cloſe of which he thus 
expreſſes himſelf, It is not fo much as pre- 
tended (ſays he) that ever theſe Books were 
received among the Jews. None of the 
Writers of the New Teſtament cite or men- 
tion them, neither Philo nor Foſephus ſpeak 
of them. Joſepbus, on the contrary, Bays, 
cy 
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they had only 22 Books that deſerved Belief; 
but that thoſe which were written after the 
time of Artaxerxes; were not of equal Credit 
with the reſt, and that in that Period they had 
no Prophet at all. The Chriſtian Church was 
for ſome Ages an utter Stranger to thoſe 
Books. Melito, Biſhop of Sa#ats, being de- 
fired by Onefinus to gi ive him a perfect Cata- 
logue of the Books of the Old Teſtament, 
wk a Journey on Purpoſe to the Eaſ, to 
examine this Matter at its Source; and hay- 
ing made an exact Enquiry he ſent him the 
Names of them juſt as we receive the Canon. 
Origen and Atbangſus reckon them > in the 


fame Manner, and he ſays that he delivered 
them as were received by the whole 
Church of , becauſe ſome preſumed to 
mix Apocryphal Books with the Divine 


tures, 3 Gays Biſhop Burnet) here is 
firſt Mention we find of Apocryphal Books; 
and indeed it is very probable they were made 
at Alexandria by ſome of the Fews, who 
lived there in ita Numbers; and after hav- 
ing cited Hilary and Cyril of Feruſalem, and 
Gregory Nazianzen to the ſame Purpofe with 
Origen and Athanaſius, he concluded the Pa- 
ragraph thus, That, ſays he, which ſhould 
determine the whole Matter is, that the 
Council of Laadicea, by an expreſs Canon, 


delivers the Catalogue of the Canonical Books 
as 
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as we do, decreeing, that they only ſhould 
be read in the Church. Now the Canons 
of this Council were afterwards received into 
the Code of the Canons of the Univerſal 
Church, ſo that here we have the concurring 
Senſe of the whole Church of God in this 
Matter. To which he adds in another Para- 
graph, That we have four Centuries clear for 
dur Canon in Excluſion to all Additions; and 
that it were eaſy to carry this much further 
with be. to ſhew that theſe Books were ne- 
expreſs Definition received into the 
t it was * at Trent, and that after 
they came to be much eſteemed, there were 
divers Writers, and thoſe generally the moſt 
learned of their Time, who denied them - 
be a Part of the Canon. Thus far that 
and learned Author. And to what I 
quoted from him, give me Leave to add, 
That Fi would grieve one to ſee unto what 
poor ſorry orry - Shifts and Evaſions that other- 
wiſe great, and {I hope) good Man, the learn- 
ed Sorbonift, Du Pin, whom 1 have already 
cited,” is driven to make Uſe of in Defence 
of a bad Cauſe, and under a fearful Appre- 
henſion of the terrible Anathema thundred. 
out by the cruel Step-fathers of the Church. 
of Rome, and the wretched Slaves and Vaſ- 
fals of the proud Prelates who then ſat in 
what they 1 — call St. Peter's. Chair, 
1 | aſſem- 
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aſſembled in their pretended infallible General 
Council at the Place forementioned ; and how 
he is conſtrained to excuſe and palliate Mat- 
ters, to the Diſparagement of his own g 
Senſe and fine Underſtanding, if not in Op- 

ſition and Contradiction - the Dictates of 
fi reluctant Conſcience, which is what he 
himſelf knew beſt, and of which I will not 
preſume to judge; though if it were ſo, I 
fear there are too many in the ſame unhap- 
py Circumſtances, and under the ſame Con- 
demnation, who yet profeſs a much better 
Religion, and who are, alas! put very hard 
to it to defend or fo much as excuſe their O- 
bedience to certain Eccleſiaſtical Canons and 
Conſtitutions, requiring them to read pu- 
blickly what they themſelves own to be ex- 
tra canonem Scripture ; yea, what they can- 
not prove not to be contra veritatem bil iftorie, 
againſt the Truth of Hiſtory, and in ſeveral. 
Inſtances contra bonos mores, or againſt good 
Manners, and moral Honeſty. 

I ſhall now give you an Abſtract of what 


M, Du Pin has written upon this Head, leav- 
ing my Readers to judge, unto how great a 
Diftreſs he was reduced, while he was en- 
deavouring to fave the Credit of his Church, 

which had determined thoſe Books to be Ca- 


nonical, that he himſelf is forced to acknow- 
ledge were not ſo ab origine, and is therefore 


| obliged 
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cbliged to have Recourſe to a pitiful Diſtinc- 
tion between Books that are proto-canonical 
and ſuch as are only deutero - canonical 
(though even this poor /a/vo cannot ſerve 
thoſe who publickly read theſe Books , 
while at the ſame Time they diſown or 
deny their being Canonical in any Senſe) 
He ſays, Page 10, Gc. of his Compleat Hiſtory 
of the Canon, after having been treating con- 
cerning the Sacred Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment; as for the other Books, viz. Tobit, 
Judith, Wiſdam, Ecckfiaſticus, and the two 
ks of the Maccabees, they were never in 
the Jeuiſßi Canon, and are not to be met 
with in the antient Canons of ſacred Books, 
drawn up by the Chriſtian Writers, except 
in thoſe of the Churches of Rome and Africk. 
He goes on to acknowledge that Origen ob- 
ſerves in an "Epiſtle to Africanus that the 
Books of Tobit and Judith were not received 
by the Jews, to whoſe keeping the Oracles 
of God were committed, as the Apoſtle tells 
us, Nom. vi. 2. and that they were not fo 
much as placed among their Apocryphal 
- Books ; and he adds, that the ſame Judgment 
is paſſed on them in the Feſtival Epiſtle of 
St. Athanaſius, and in the Synopſis attributed 
to him; and that St. Jerom excludes theſe 
Books, and alſo Wiſdom and Ecclefiaſticus, out 
of the Canon, &c. and in the next Page he 
D 2 | lays, 


_ —— — — — 
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fays, the Book of Judith is not only re- 
[ in all the antient Catalogues of ſacred 
Writings, but is not ſo. much as cited by the 
antient Fathers, though ſome whom he 
mentions commend the heroical Action of 
Judith (and if fo the more Shame for them, 
fay I). He further owns, that the Nicene 


Council did not reckon it Canonical, not- 


withſtanding which the Latin Church has 
ſince acknowledged it as ſuch. in the Coun- 
cil of Trent, And after ſhewing that-the 
other Books before mentioned, together with 
thoſe of the Maccabees, are not in the Cata- 

es of Melito, Origen, and the Council 
of Laodicea, St. Cyril, St, Hilary, &c. he 
comes to enquire, in the. 15th Page, how 
theſe Deutero-canonical Books (as he calls 
them) came to be inſerted into the Canon of 
the Sacred Books, and. to acquire fo preat 
an Authority, that tis no longer lawful to 
doubt of them, but to look upon them ag 
Sacred and Divine Writings; and after having 
given ſome Reaſons for their Admiſſion in- 
to the Canop, which were by no Means ſa- 
tisfactory to himſelf, and after having again 
declared that the Books were not received as 
Canonical by the Churches of the Primitive 
Times: At the Beginning of the 17th Page 
he winds up the whole Affair, by ſaying 
very poorly, that 'tis requiſite that ſome __ 
| | ent 


ſent be given to the following Truths (ſeveral 
of which ſeem to contradict what he had 
been ſaying and proving before) via. 1. That 
thoſe Books were tranſmitted to us from the 
Jerus (but not as facred Books, elſe what he 
had ſaid before is falſe.) 2. That all Chri- 
ſtians have acknowledged them as genuine, 
free from Hereſy or any other Error, (a moſt 
monſtrous and incredible Aſſertion.) 3. That 
they have eſteemed them to be very uſeful 
for Edification and Inſtruction, (a very ſtrange 
Thought, as to ſeveral of them, if indeed 
they did fo think) and read them publickly 
in ſome Churches (a very wrong Cuſtom. if 
any did ſo practice, and what is by no Means 
fit for our Imitation). 4. That a great ma- 
ny Authors, even the moſt antient, have often 
cited them under the Name of holy Scripture 
(very unwarily and unjuſtifiably, if the Mat- 
ter of Fact be true.) 5. That the African 
Church has acknowledged them for Sacred 
Books, even in the Primitive Times, as ap- 
pears from the Teſtimony of St. Gyprian, who 
quotes them frequently (to which we oppoſe 
the more antient Council of Laadicea, which 
excludes them from the Canon by M. Da 
Pin's own Confeſſion.) -6. That that Church 
did, inſert them into the Catalogue of Sacred 
Books, and in the ſame Rank with the reſt, 
in the fifth Century (pretty remote * 
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firſt, but) with this Proviſo, that the Churcheꝭ 
beyond Sea ſhould be conſulted about it, (a 
plain Evidence that they were not fully ſatis- 
fied in the Matter, even at that Time — 

7. That the Church of Rome did lik 

prove of the Opinion of the Africans, and 

- all the Latin Churches have embraced 
it ſince (aye, that's the Clincher ; he might 
as well have told us that at firſt, and 
then he might have ſpared his Pains as to all 
the reſt : The Church of Rome is all in all, 
if that ſays Black is White, a Piece of Bread 
is a God, and whatever elſe it pleaſes, it muſt 
be believed upon the Warrant of fo great and 
indiſputable an Authority, upon Pain of Ex- 
communication in this World, and Damna- 
| tion in the next.) M. Du Pin concludes 
C | thus, All theſe Reaſons and Conſiderations 
18 joined together (though to thoſe of his Church 
11 all are ſuperfluous but the laſt) are ſufficient 
"| to eſtabliſh the Authority of theſe Books, of 
48 which the Deciſion of the Council of Trent 
18 has left us no Reafon to doubt (without whoſe 
infallible Sentence and Determination all the 

reſt of his Reaſons would have been but as 
| Cyphers without a Figure) for though no 
new Revelation has been made to the Church, 

—_ . yet it may after ſo long a Tract of Time be 
1 | better aſſured of the Truth and Genuineneſs 
1 of a Work than it was before, when my 
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due Examination of the Matter (he had as 
good have ſaid without any Examination at 
"Il; for to the Pope and his Council, /c 
vob, fic jubeo, fiat pro ratione voluntas, is Ar- 
ent ſufficient in any Caſe) it has met with 

a f. ufficient Teſtimony not to doubt any longer 
of it, and a ſufficient Tradition to _ it 
to be authentick ; that is to ſay, in plain Eng- 
Ib, if it were neyer ſo falſe before, it muſt 
needs be true now, that the infallible Council 
of Talian Biſhops (as they moſt of them were) 
has declared it to be ſo, and his Holineſs has 
thought fit to ratify the Decree, whoſe De- 
cifion of the Matter would have done as well 
without that of the Tridentine Fathers, in the 
Opinion of the greateſt Part of M. Du Pin's 
Church, though he could not prevail with 
himſelf to go the Length of his Talian and 
Spaniſh 1 2 Thus I have given you 
N. Du Pin's ſeyen Reaſons for the canonical 
A uthority of theſe Apocryphal Books, con- 
cerning which, I think, I may truly fay 
(and I wiſh I could fay it more conſiſtently 
with the Honour that I bear to the Memo- 
ry of ſo great a Man) that hec recitaſſe eft 
refutaſſe, they do indeed carry. thgir own Con- 
futation along with them ; though to make 
the Matter more plain, I haye u hinted at 
what might eaſily be enlarged upon, to take 
off all their Force; ; and truly at this Rate hg 
| might 
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might as well have defendedaMultitude moreof 
the Errors And Abominations of that apoſtate 
Church, ot father Synagogue of Satan, which 
wee introduced gradually by a fide Wind, 
or a ſecond hand Authority of the ſame kind 
with that which eſtabliſhed M. Du Pius 
Deuteronomical Books, and put them upon an 
—- Foot with the inſp wed Scriptures, for 

any of which Errors hey: have the ſame 
Protencs of Primitive Antiquity,that he pleads 
on the Behalf of the Determinations of that 
pack d and Pope-ridden Aſſernbly at T Text, 
with Regard to the Apoctypha. 

Having faid thus much with Relation to 
the Apocryphal Books in general, I ſhall now 
proceed to-a more diftin&t and particular Con- 
fideration hereof. And here I ſhall not take 
much Notice of thoſe that are not to be found 
in our Bibles, viz. The ſhort Appendix to 
the Book of ob, and the 1 5 rſt P/ahn, both 
which (as I hinted before) an to be found in 
the Greek Tranſlation by the 72 Interpreters, 
but are not in_the original Hebrew. And fo 
as to the third and fourth Books of 'the Mac- 
cabees, they have not been tranſlated into 
Engliſh, or at leaſt have not been bound up 
with the reſt in our Bibles ; only give me 
Leave to obſerve with Reſpect to the former 
of theſe, that the late very learned Dean Pri- 
deaux in his juſtly. admired Connection of the 


Hiſtory . 
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Hiſtory of the Old and New Teftament®, has de- 
livered it as his Opinion, that it better deſerves 
a. Place there than ſome Parts of the ſecond. 
His own Words are theſe, The Hiſtory of 
the Perſecution of Prolomy Philopater againſt 
the Fews in Egypt, is called the third Book 
of Maccabees, although as to the ſubject Mat- 
ter of it, it ought to be called the firſt Book, 
for the Things which it relates, were firſt in 
order of Time, as being tranſacted before 
ever thoſe Maceabees, of whom we have the 
Hiſtory, were in Being, But this Book being 
of leſs Authority and Repute than the-other 
two, it hath for that Reaſon been reckoned 
after them, according to the Order of Digni- 
ty, though it be before them in the Order of 
Time. It ſeems to have been written by 
ſome Alexandrian Few in the Greek Lan- 
guage, not long after the Time of Siracides, 
(or the Publiſher of the Book of Ecclefaſfticus) 
It is in moſt of the antient Manuſcripts of 
the Septuagint, but was never inſerted into 
the vulgar Latin Verſion of the Bible; and 
that Verſion being only in Uſe through the. 
whole Weſtern Church till the Reformation, 
the firſt Tranſlation which we have of the 
Bible into Engliſb was made from thence, 
and for that Reaſon, none. of thoſe having 
the third Book of Maccabees among the Apo- 


* Part II. Page 87. of the Folio Edition. 
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cryphal Books, it hath never ſince been add- 
ed, though it deſerves a Place- there much 
better than ſome Parts of the ſecond Book; 
for though it comes to us in a Romantick 
Dieſs, with ſome Enlargements and Imbel- 
liſhments of a Jeuiſb Invention, yet it is 
not to be doubted but the Ground-work of 
it is true, (which is more than can be juſtly 
faid of ſome that are in our Bibles) and that 
there really was ſuch a Perſecution, &c. To 
which the Doctor adds, That ſome Manu- 
ſcript Greek Bibles have not only this third 
Book of the Maccabees, but alſo Fo/epbus's 
Hiſtory of the Martyrs that ſuffered under 
Antiocbus Epiphanes, inſerted after it by the 
Name of the Fourth Book of the Macca- 
bees, Thus far Dean Prideaux, of whoſe 
excellent Performance I ſhall have Occa-- 
ſion to make ſome farther Uſe in the Pro- 
greſs of this Work. 

I ſhall now go on to conſider thoſe Apo- 
cryphal Writings that are tranſlated into 
Eugliſb, and bound up between the Sacred 
Books of the Old and New Teftament in 
our larger Bibles, and ſhall take them in 
Order as they lie, beginning with thoſe of the 
pretended Eſdras, which the Church of 
Rome itſelf rejects as ſpurious or uncanoni- | 
cal, and of no Divine Authority, and which I 
cannot but look upon as altogether — 
| 0 
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ofthe Place, which byan unaccountable Cuſtom 
has been hitherto allowed them among the 
Holy Volumes, by Reaſon of the idle Tales, 
Dreams, and Fictions that they are fraught 
with, and ef pecially the monſtrous Stories in 
the ſecond Book, which ſeem to have been 
tranſcribed from thence into* the Talmud, 
that Sink of Jeiſb Lies, which may be 

called the Legenda Aurea, or rather Stercorea 

of that 1 People, who (as well as the 
Papiſts) are given up to ſtrong Deluſions, to 
believe the moſt ſhameful and notorious Falſ- 
hoods. But before I proceed to a more 
particular Conſideration of theſe Books of 
E/dras, I ſhall give you an Abſtract of what 
I find written by way of Preface to the 
Reader, prefixed to that antient Tranſlation 
of the Apocrypha, which is to be found in 
that commonly called T:nda/s Bible, who 
was burnt in Plonders by the barbarous Pa- 

piſts, for his Pains in rranflating the Scripture. 
I cannot fay indeed, that the Apocrypha 
was tranſlated by him, though *tis inſerted 
into that which goes under the Name of his 
or Cverdale's Bible, but tis, I ſuppoſe, the 
firſt that is to be met with in  Eagli 7h, and the 
reface ſhews what was the Senſe of our 
rſt Reformers as to theſe Apocryphal 
Books, the Subſtance of which is as follows; 
In Conſideration that the Books before ace. 
E. 2 fonnd:- 
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found in the Hebrew Tongue, received of all 
Men, and that the other following which 
are called Apocrypba, (becauſe they were 
wont to be read, not openly and in common, 
but as it were in Secret and apart, and well 
it had been if this Reaſon of the Name 
had held to this Day, and that they had, at 
leaſt as to many of them, never heen found 
or read but in Holes and Corners, or that 
they had been caſt to the Moles and Batts, as 
the Prophet's Expreſſion is concerning Idols, 
1{. ii. 20. for indeed it is a woful Waſte of 
Time to read ſome even of thoſe that are now 
read in the Church, particularly the fooliſh 
Story of Bell and the Dragon, and the magical 
Trick in Tobit, Ic. any where at all, as ſerving 
rather to corrupt than to inſtruct the Minds 
of the Readers)in Regard that they are neither - 
found in the Hebrew, nor in the Chaldee, and 
that alſo they are not received nor taken as . 
legitimate and lawful, as well of the He- 
brews, as of the whole Church, we have ſe- 
parated them and ſet them aſide, that they 
may the better be known, to the Intent that 
Men may know of which Books Witneſs 
ought to be received, and of which not: 
As to the Books of Eſdras in particular, the 
Author of the Preface ſays, That Ferom 
proteſteth that he would not tranſlate them, 
or have them tranſlated, eſteeming them for 

| | Dreams, 
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Dreams. Ferom's own Words, in his Epiſtle 
to Domnius and Rogatinus, who, it ſeems, 
would have had him tranſlate ang publiſh 
I; two Books of Eſaras, are Fee ; ; 
*. Opſecro dos chariſſimi ut privatd lettio- 
ne cuntenti libros non efferatis in publicum, nec 
fastidiofos cibos ingeratis ; in which Words 
he begs of theſe his dear Friends, that they 
would content themſelves with the private 
Reading of theſe Books, and not defire to 
have ſuch faſtidious F ood crammed down 
the Throats of the People ; and a little lower 
he ſays, that he would have no one delighted 
with the Dreams or Apocryphal Tales of 
the third and fourth Book. The Author of 
the Preface adds in the Cloſe theſe weighty 
Words, though in Language that is now 
almoſt out of Date. Lawyers, ſays he, hav- 
ing a great Deſire to confirm and ſtabliſh 
their Opinions by the Law of Man, ſay, that 
they ſhame to ſpeak without Law ; how 
much more Fear and Dread then ought he 
to have that faith he is a Chriſtian, the 
which holdeth not, or reſteth not himſelf 1 in 
the Laws of the living God, but in Mens 
Inventions, judging of all things according to 
them, and leaning to an uncertain Imagina- 
tion and Phantaly ; - let us therefore that are 


* Page 289 of the third Tome of his Work of Maria- 
as Vicloriu ius his Edition at Co/ogne, 1616. 
builded 
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builded an the Foundation of the holy Pro- 
ph&ts and Apoſtles, and on the head corner 
Stone on which they themſelves were found- 
ed, that is Je (7, the ſure Stone, leave 
the Ting t are uncertain to follow the 
certain; for our Chriſtian Faith conſiſteth 
not in doubtful things, but in plain and 
moſt certain Aſſurance, and in moſt true 
Perſwaſion, taken and confirmed by infallible 
Verity; in which God grant us to walk per- 
petually, that according to it, fulfilling his 
holy Wil, and ſetting aſide all pars Tg 
contrary unto him, we may live to his Ho- 
nour, and to. the edifying of his Church; 
unto which I do moſt heartily fa Amen. 
I now return to my Subject 2 what 
may be thought too Iong a Digreſſion, and 
_ proceed in the Conſideration of theſe - 
| phal Books, viz. The firſt and ſecond 
of Efdras, which are put foremoſt in our 
Bibles; though I think they ſhould have 
come at the Tal, rather than at the Head, 
if ever they had come any where at all, 
as it is in Truth a thouſand Pities that they 
did, being no better than Rubbiſh and Re- 
fuſe, fit for nothing but to be utterly thrown, 
away. Tis true there are many good things 
and true Hiſtories in them, becauſe he has 
tranſcribed them from the Sacred Story, but 
as Dean Pr:ideaux juſtly obſerves *, where 


In his Note at the Bottom of Page 216, Fart I. 


he 
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he does not tranſlate from the Canonical 
Book of Ezra, he is very fabulous; and in 
Page 260 he ſays of the ſecond of theſe A- 
pocryphal Books, that it is too abſurd for the 
Romaniſts themſelves to receive into their 
Canon; how ſtrange than is it that ft ſhould 
find a Place in our Bibles! And ſtill as ſtrange - 
that ſo great a Man as St. Auſtin, with the 
Council of Carthage, ſhould reckon the firſt 
of theſe Books among the Canonical ones, 
and ſo good a Man as St. Ambroſe ſhould re- 
celve te ſecond of them, which is worſe 
than the firſt, as a ſacred Book, which yet 
they did, as the learned Dr. Raznolds has fully 
ſhewn; and let me obſerve upon this Occa- 
ſion, what muſt be acknowledged and what 
is urged by ſome in Favour of theſe Books, 
that ſeveral of the Fathers have treated them 
with great Reſpect in their Writings; this is 
what is indeed too plain to be denied, nor 
can I tell well how it can be excuſed, 
Some of theſe antient Writers (though not 
of the moſt antient) have even gone beyond 
the Council of Trent, and Cardinal Bellar- 
mine, its great Champion, who utterly deny 
theſe Books of Eſdras to be canonical : But 
what can be inferred from hence ? Why 
truly no more than this, that the Fathers 
(as they call them) were liable to Errors 


— 
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and Miſtakes as well as their Sons, and were 
many of them much too credulous in Mat- 
ters of this Kind, which- Biſhop Burnet in- 
timates, when he ſays in the Place before 
quoted, That ſome of theſe Ferwoi/h Stories 
were too eaſily believed to be true. In thoſe 
early Times, and even in the Days of the 
Apoſtles, there were ſome that erred from 
the Truth, and gave too great Heed to Fables, 
as appears from the Warnings St. Paul gives 
to Timothy in the Places forementioned, 
which Conſideration ſhould make us the 
more cautious what we give Credit to, and 

ut us upon our Guard, that we do not 
blindly receive a Thing with an implicit Faith, 
becauſe ſome old Author or other has let 
fall ſome unwary Expreſſions in Favour of 


it, without due Examination of the Matter. 


And what I have faid upon this Head may 
be applied as to what any who would un- 
dertake the Defence or Vindication of the 
Apocryphal Books may alledge from the 
Fathers, touching the Authority of any others 


of them, beſides theſe of ras, which 


Hint I now give once for all, that I may 
not be obliged to a tedious Repetition of the 
ſame Thing at every Turn. Tis certain 
and beyond all Diſpute that there are ſome 
unaccountable Hallucinations and Miſtakes 


in the Writings of ſeveral of theſe other- 
wile 


"x 
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wiſe great and Men, I mean ſuch as 
Cyprian, . Chryſoſtom, Auſtin, Jerom, Gc. who 
do frequently contradict one another, and 
too oft themſelves in different Parts of their 
Works, through Forgetfulneſs or Inadver- 
tency, as has been abundantly proved by 


| - ſeveral learned and impartial Writers, and 


of which I could poſſibly give ſome ſur- 
priſing Inſtances from what I have met 
with, or have read relating hereunto, did. I 

not think it would be rather irkſome and 
troubleſome, than pleaſant and profitable, 
either to myſelf or to my Readers; I ſhall 
therefore decline any further Proſecution of 
this ungrateful Subject, and diſmiſs it with 
only ſaying in a few Words, that how great 
a Veneration ſoever I have for ſuch ancient 
and pious Writers as have been mentioned, 
yet when Matter of Fact is plainly againſt 
any of them, and there is an evident Diſ- 
agreement among themſelves (as there is 
icularly in their Sentiments about theſe 
of ' Ejdras) we muſt not ſuffer our 
Judgments to be warped, and over-ruled 
by the Authority of one or another.of them, 
which is indeed none at all, when-alledged 
for the patronizing of a manifeſt Error, 
but we muſt always remember, that huma- 
num eſt errare, and fay with him of old, 
Amicus Socrates, Amicus Plato, and fo in 
. F the 
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the preſent Caſe, Amicus Auguſtinus, Amicus 
Hieronymus, ſed magis amicu veritas; we 
muſt prefer Truth before every Friend 
whatſoever, and I hope no good Man will 
become my Enemy, becauſe I have here 
endeavoured, and ſhall endeavour to tell him 
what I take, and prove to be the Truth. 
Very remarkable and [memorable are the 
Words of the great Chillingworth, worthy to 
be written in Letters of Gold, The BIBLE, 
The BIBLE, I fay the BIBLE only is the Re- 
ligion of Proteſtants,* &c. And a little lowet 
in th ſame Page he lays, I ſee plainly and 
with mine own Eyes, that there are Popes 
againſt Popes, Councils againſt Councils, 
ſome Fathers againſt others, the ſame Fa- 
thers againſt themſelves, Ge. in a 4 
there is no ſufficient Certainty but in Scri 

only, for any conſidering Man to ball 

on. This therefore, and this only I Nate 


Reaſon to believe, Sc. A Teſtimony fo 


full to my preſent Purpoſe, and containing 
in it ſuch an undeniable Truth that I* may 


well leave it with my Readets, to whom, 


if they duly weigh it, it cannot but yield 
abundant Satisfaction, with Reſpe& to this 


Affair of the Authority of the Fathers in 


page 290 of the fifth Edition of his admirable Book: 
entituſed, 7% Religion of Proteſlants, a ſafe Way to Sal- 
vation, | 


Matters 
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Matters of Faith, which' muſt needs be ac- 
knowledged to be far from infallible, when 
it 1s ſo evident that they have made a great 
many Miſtakes even in Matters of Fact as 
well as Faith. by We 
I now return to the Apocryphal Eſdras, 
and ſhall go on to ſhew how little his Books 
deſerved a Place in the Bible, when he him- 
felf is no better than a mere Impoſtor; who 
he was, or at what particular Time he 
lived, is altogether uncertain, and impoſſi- 
ble to be determined. Dr. Prideaux is very 
' confident that he wrote ſome Time before 
Foſephus, but how long no body can tell, 
nor is it very material, ſince tis very cer- 
tain that he was not the Perſon he pre- 
tended to be, vis. That holy Scribe and 
eminent Man of God, Eſaras, or Ezra, 
whoſe Name one of the Sacred Books of the 
Old Teftament bears, who was dead and gone 
to Heaven many Years, and probably Ages, 
before this Man was born, who is fo far 
from being an inſpired Writer, * that he is 
indeed homo larvatus (if I may fo expreſs 
it) an arrant Cheat, a falſe, feigned, coun- 
terfeit E/aras, and ſeems by his Dreams and 
Viſions to have been a wretched, whimſical, 
Brain- ſick Enthuſiaſt; and that which is the 
worſt of all in him is, that he takes upon 
him, with an unparallelled Aſſurance, or ra- 


1 ther 
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ther Impudence, to ſpeak in the Name of 
God, ſaying, That the Word of the Lord 
came unto him, in the fourth Verſe of the 
Chapter of the ſecond Book, and in the 12th 
Verſe, Speak thou therefore unto them, ſaying, 
Thus ſaith the Lord; and he often repeats the 
ſame Words in that and the following Chap- 
ters, ſpeaking juſt in the Language of the 
inſpired Prophets. In the 33d Verſe of the 
ſe:ond Cha — he ſays, 7 E /dras received a 
Charge 0 ale Lord upon the — 5 Oreb, that 
Tau o unto e. &c. and in the Begin- 
ing of S fourth Chapter he tells of an An- 
gel's being ſent to him, whoſe Name was 
Uriel; after which follows a long Converſa- 
tion between this pretended Angel and him- 
ſelf, which they that have Patience enough, 
may (if they ſhall think it worth their while) 
read 'at Leiſure ; and he frequently, yea, I 
think for the moſt Part, ſpeaks to this Angel 
as if he were God himſelf, Thus very ex- 
preſly in the beginning of the ſeventh Chap- 
ter, where he tells that there was ſent unto 
him the Angel which had been ſent afore, 
and he ſaid unto him, Up, Eſdras, and hear the 
Word that I am come to tell thee, and Eſaras 
replied, Spea on my God, &c. And in the 
14th Chap. he relates a Conference that paſſ- 
ed directly (as he pretends) between himſelf 
and the Almighty, It came to paſs, ſays he, 


ufon 


[ 
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che re Dep, TI fat under an Oak, and 
| behold there came a Voice out of a Buſh over- 

againſt me, and . ſaid, Eſdras, Eſdras, and 1 

ſaid, Here am 1, Lord; and 1 ſtood up upon my 
Feet. Then ſaid he unto me in the Buſh, I aid 
manifeſtly reveal myſelf unto Moſes, &c. with 
a great deal more to the ſame Purpoſe ; now 
what impious Blaſphemyis this, for a Wretch 
who was no more a Prophet of the Lord than 
the late French Prophets, whoſe Reveries 
might as well be put into the Bible, as thoſe 
of this counterfeit Efdras ; I ſay, what intol- - 
lerable Arrogance and bold Blaſphemy is this, 
for ſuch a Wretch to preſume in ſo audacious 
a Manner to forge out of his own Brain a 
Story of the Appearance of God to him, like 
that of his Appearance to Moſes, bidding him 
lay up in his Heart the Signs that he had 
ſhew'd, and the Dreams that he had had, and 
the Interpretations that he had heared, &c. 
when in Reality the Lord never appeared to 
him at all, nor ſent him with any Meſſage 
to his People, as is evident by the many Lies 
that he tells in both his Books. How falſe 

as well as idle and ridiculous is his Story, in 
the third and fourth Chapters of the firſt 
Book, of the three young Men that agreed 
among themſelves, to ſtrive which of them 
ſhould excel in wiſe Speeches, and that in 
Purſuance to this Agreement, each of them 
wrote 
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wrote a Sentence, ſealed it up, and laid it un- 
der the King's Pillow. The firſt wrote, 
Wine is the ſtrongeſt; the ſecond wrote, tbe 
King is the ſtrongeſt ; the third wrote, Vo- 
men are ſtrongeſt; but above all Truth bear- 
eth away the Victory: And had our Author 
duly confidered this laſt Sentence (which 
comes in as it were by Head and Shoulders, 
as a fort of Appendix to the third Sentence) 
he would never have told ſo many Lies him- 
felf, among which that is a moſt notorious 
one which he makes the third young Man 
who he ſays was Zorobabel) to utter, when 
e was talking of the Power of Women in 
the Preſence of King Darius, fitting in the 
Royal Seat of Judgment, with all his Princes, 
and Captains, and chief Officers about him ; 
and undertook to prove that Women were 
flronger than the King; in order to which 
he relates a Story of which he himſelf was 
an Eye- witneſs in the 29th, 3oth, and 31 
Verſes of the fourth Chapter, which he in- 
troduces thus, I not the King great in his 
| Power, do not all Regions fear to touch bim? 
and then adds, Let did T ſee bim and Apame, 
the King's Concubine, the Daughter of the ad- 
mirable Bartucus, fitting at the right Hand 0 
the King; and taking the Crown from t 
King's Head, and ſetting it upon her own 
Head; ſhe alſo ſtruck the King with her wa 
: | Hand ; 
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Hand; and yet for all this the King gaped and 


azed upon ber with open Month ; if ſhe lau 

1 8 him, he laughed alſo; fa ſhe — 
Diſpleaſure at bim, the King was fain to flat 
ter, that ſhe might be reconciled to him again, 
Niſum teneatis, Sc. A good likely Story 
indeed. Is it poſſible for any one in his Senſes 
to believe, that a Feuiſh Captive ſhould be 
admitted to the Sight of ſuch Freedoms and 
Familiarities between the King and his Con- 
cubines (when tis well known that as Biſhop 
Patrick obſerves in his Commentaryupon the 
11th Verſe of Ch. I. of Efther ||, it was the Cu- 
ſtom of thoſe great Afiatick Monarchs, as it is 
alſo of their Succeſſors to this Day, to keep 
their Women very cloſe from the Sight 
of all Men but themſelves, tho' King 
ſuerus took it into his Head in a drunken Fit, 
to have his Queen Vaſbti called, to ſhew het 
Beauty to the Princes) and that he ſhould 
have the Aſſurance to tell of this before {6 
vaſt a Concourſe of People. Credat Tudæus 
apella, non ego, I would not be too ludicrous, 
in re ſerid, but I can hardly help faying that 
"tis Pity, methinks, this Tale was 
not ordered to be read, as well as the 8 

of Tobit and his Dog, for the Edification 
of the young Men and Maids, ſeeing it has 
been thought fit to-allow it a Place in their 


I Page 689, of the 470 Edition. TS 
| Bibles, 
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| Bibles, which it is certainly very unworthy of. 
| I might here go on to point out to my Rea- 
ders ſeveral other groſs Falſhoods, which this 
Pſeudo Eldras, as the learned Rainald juſtly 
calls him, is guilty of even in the firſt Book, 
a particular Account of which they that are 
| te may read in the firſt Tome of the Pre- 
leftions of great Author but now mention- 
ed, nd Page 250 to 264, for I am indeed 
tir'd of tracing him any farther. And 
we for the ſecond Book, the Stories and 
Fictions there are perfectly monſtrous, and the 
beſt Excuſe we can make for their Relator is, 
that the Man was mad, and one would think 
. thoſe that firſt ordered them tobe bound up in 
the Bible were not very ſober at that Time. 
I ſhall ſay no more upon this Subject, but 
refer you to what he writes of the two 
great Beaſts, Enoch, or, as it is in ſome 
Copies, Behemoth and Leviathen, in the ſixth 
Chapter, Verſe. 49 and onwards ; and of an 
Eagle coming, out of the Sea, and a Lion out 
of a Wood talking to it, in the fourth Chap. 
and I fancy by that Time you have read them 
you will be almoſt ſurfeited, and be ready to 
cry out with Mr. Waller in his Preface to his . 
Liam, after he had given a little Specimen of 
the ridiculous Rarburiſins that were frequently 
brought him by his Boys. Obe, jam ſatis e/t, 
obe! If your Spleen be'nt ready to crack, I 
could furniſh you with more ſuch, &c. i 
An 
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And now we go on to Tobit and his Son To 
bias, who come next in Courſe, and whoſe Hi- 
ſtory is one of thoſe which are nat only inſert- 
ed in our Engiiſb Bibles, but alſo ordered to be 
read from the Deſk to the People for the firſt 
Leſſon, Morning and Evening, from the 2 5th 
of Sept. to the 4th of Oc. incluſively, except- 
ing only the fifth Chapter. 

M. Du Pin is pleaſed to beſtow a great En- 
comium upon this = 3g; ryphal, but with him 
Deutero-Canonical, K of 7 obit, in theſe 
Words: This Book is very inſtructive, very 
affectionate, full of religious and ſerious 
Thoughts, and written in a plain, natural, 
and eaſy Stile. Strange! that a Man of his 
. vaſt Learning ſhould have ſuch a Biaſs upon 

his otherwiſe -excellent Judgment, from an 
undue Veneration for his Church, as to give 
ſuch a Character and Commendation to a 
Book that contains ſeveral Lies and magical 
Rites, without taking the leaſt Notice of 
any of its Faults and Blemiſhes; but ſuch is 
the Power of Prejudice and Partiality. I 
muſt indeed allow, that it is a Book 
of a pretty odd Compoſition. I can- 
not well compare it to Horace's Woman, 
that had a fine Head and a Fiſh's Tail De- 
yr in piſcem mulier formoſa ſuperne * ; tor 
the Beginning and the End is tolera- 


In the fourth Line of his Epiſtle de Arte Poetica. 
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ble, only that Tobit ſeems to commend him- 
ſelf a little too much; but there is a very 
ſtrange Sort of a Fiſh about the Middle of 
it, which had like to have ſlain young Toby ; 
but by the Aſſiſtance of an Angel, who was 
his Companion upon a Journey in the Shape 
of a Man (and who told him a great Lie, to 
perſwade him that he was a real Man) I fay 
Toby, by the Aſſiſtance of this Angel . (ſuch 
a one as he was) ſlew the monſtrous Fiſh that 
was going to make a Mouthful of him ; and, 
by the Angel's Direction, he opened the Fiſh, 
and took out the Heart, the Liver, and the 
Gall, the latter of which had ſuch a won- 
derful Virtue in it, that Toby reſtored his poor 


blind Father to his Sight; by anointing his 
Eyes therewith, and the two former were 


yet more powerful ; for by making a Smoke 


with theſe, he raiſed ſuch a Perfume as ſtunk 
away the Devil, who would have flain him 


the firſt Night he lay with his Bride, as he 
had ſerved ſeven other unhappy Bridegrooms, 
who had ſucceſſively married Sally, and were 
all killea by this miſchievous Devil. But to 


be ſerious (tho' I think I cannot be juſtly 


charged with being ludicrous in what I have 


already faid, becauſe it is no more than what 
. the Hiſtorian himſelf has ſaid in Effect, and 


very gravely related as plain Matter of Fact) 
The learned Dean Priacaux tells us concern- 


mg 
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ing this Book of Tobit, that it was firſt writ- 


ten in Chaldee by ſome Babylonian Few, and 
ſeems, in the Original Draught, to have been 
the Memoirs of the Family to which it re- 
lates, but the Cha/adee Original is not now ex- 
tant. He adds, That it being eaſier to ſettle 
the Chronology of this Book than that of the 
Book of Judith (which will come next to be 
conſidered) it hath met with much lefs-Op- 
poſition, and is generally look'd upon both 
by Jeus and Chri/tians as a true Hiſtory ; tho' 
as to ſome Matters in it (as particularly that 
of the Angel's accompanying of Tobias in a 
long Journey under the Shape of Azarzas, the 
Story of Laguel's Daughter, the frightening 
away the of Devil by the Smoke of the Heart 
and Liver of a Fiſh, and the curing of To- 
bit's Blindneſs by the Gall of the fame Fiſh) 
it is much leſs reconcilable to a rational Cre- 
dibility ; for theſe Things look more like the 
Fictions of Homer, than the Writings of a 
facred Hiſtorian, and give an Objection a- 
gainſt this Book, which doth not lie againſt 
the other ; however, it may excellently well 
ſerve to repreſent unto us the Duties of Cha- 
rity and Patience, in the Example of Tobit's 
ready helping his Brethren in Diſtreſs to the 
utmoſt of his Power, and his bearing with 
a pious Submiſſion the Calamities of his Cap- 
tivity, Poverty, and Blindneſs. Thus far the 

'G 2 Dean, 
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Dean, who, after the Addition of ſome o- 
ther Obſervations relating to the ſeveral Ver- 
fions of this Book, conclades the whole Pa- 
ragraph with theſe Words; If the hiſtorical 
Ground-plot of the Book be true, which is the 
moſt that can be ſaid it (by which latter 
Words, the Dean plainly enough intimates 
his Sufpition, that the whole is no better than 
a Sort of religious Romance) yet certainly it 
is interlarded with many Fictions of the Ioen- 
tion of him that wrote it. To which let me 
add, that I think I may leave it to the Judg- 
ment and Conſcience of any ſerious and con- 
fiderate Chriſtian, to determine whether ſach 
a Story, which, as to a great Part of it at 
leaſt, is concluded by the Dean himſelf to 
be fictitious; is fit or proper to be read to 
the People by a Miniſter of Chriſt, inſtead of 
the infallible Oracles of the God of Truth. 
But J have ſtill ſome what worſe to charge it 
with than Fiction, vig. Shameful Falſhood, 
or downright lying, and ſomething that looks 
very like Conjuration, or magical Incantation. 
In the fifth Chapter, the pretended Angel 
tells a plain Lie to Tobit, who ſaid to him, 
Verſe tenth of that Chapter, Brother, ſhew 
me of what Tribe and Family thon art! ? To 
which Queſtion the pretended Angel anſwers 
in the twelfth Verſe, I am Azarias, the Son 
of Anantas the- Great, and of thy Brethren ; ; 


as 
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as great a Lie as Afmodeus himſelf could 
have told, the unclean Devil mentioned 
in the eighth Verſe of the third Chapter 
of this Book. And one would be inclined 
to think that there was no greater a Diffe- 
rence between theſe two, than between what 
were wont to be called; in the Days of 
Witchcraft, white Witches and black Witch- 
es; the former of which were reckoned fo 
good natured and beneficent to their Fellow 
Creatures, as to undo the Miſchief that was 
done by the latter; ſo here was a white De- 
vil and a black Devil (if I may ſo expreſs it) 
to the former of which young Toby was very 
much beholden, for teaching him how to 
ſend the latter packing far enough away, e- 
ven to the utmoſt Parts of Egypt, by the foul 
Funk that he made with the Fume of the 
broiled Heart and Liver of the Fiſh; as tis 
related in the third Verſe of the eighth Chap- 
ter; tho' one would be apt to ĩmagine, that 
if the Devil has any Smell at all, he is ſo 
well uſed to bad Scents, that he ſhould not 
have been diſguſted to ſuch a Degree by the 
Smoke of a Fiſh's Liver, as to fly away to a 
Place ſo far remote from Media as Egypt, 
that he might be ſure to get out of the Smell 
of it. It ſeems therefore, that here was 
much more in the Matter than an ill Savour, 
even ſome very ſtrong and powerful Spell, 
or magical Operation; for the Angel is ſaid 
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to have bound him in Egypt, from whence, 
J ſuppoſe, aroſe the Notion, very common 
among the Vulgar formerly, of the binding 
down of troubleſome Spirits that haunted 
Houſes, by Conjurers, or cunning Men, as 
they called them. And tis indeed Matter of 
 Aſtoniſhment to me, that ſo learned a Man 
as Conradus Pellicanus, ſhould have thought 
it worth his while to write a Commentary in 
Folio upon the Apocryphal Books, and have 
taken ſo much Pains to palliate and excuſe, 
if not defend the very worſt Parts of them, 
and this Story of Tobias and the Angel, among: 
the reſt ; particularly in his Notes upon the 
eighth Verſe of the ſixth Chapter, he men- 
tions this Diſtinction of Calodemones and Ca- 
codemones, and ſuch like Stuff, for which he 
quotes the great St. Auſtin; but this ſerves 
only to confirm and ſtrengthen what I have 
faid already concerning the little Regard that 
is to be had to what has been written by Men 
of great Name and Character, whoſe Hal- 
lucinations, or, in plain Terms, Blunders in 
Matters of this Kind, are indeed prodigious. 
But this by the Way. 
I have already obſerved, that the fifth 
Chapter of this Book is ſkipped over in the 
Courſe of that publick reading of it which is 
appointed by the Kalendar, by Reaſon (as I 
ſuppoſe) of that groſs Lie which the Hiſto- 
rian 


— — — —— 
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rian puts into the Angel's Mouth; but it is 
ſtill very unaccountable, that thoſe Chapters 
ſhould be ordered to be read, which are e- 
qually offenſive, I had almoſt ſaid diabolical, 
which I cannot but think gives too great a 
Countenance to the Church of Rome, which 
by. her Trent Council, confirmed by his Un- 
holineſs, the Head of their Antichriſtian Sy- 
nagogue, has canonized the whole of it, as 
has been already obſerved ; and it would 
make one ſmile, to read how their great 
Bellarmine, and others of their Writers, have 
ſweat, and what mighty Pains they have ta- 
ken (tho! to very ſmall and very ſorry Purpo- 
ſes) to vindicate the ſame, and to make Senſe 
of Nonſenſe, and Truth out of Lies; but 
qualis olla tale operculum, they have provided 
fit Covers for ſuch a Pot. And their Argu- 
ment for this, and ſome other Parts of the 
Apocrypha, are ſuch as I may well ſay, pu- 
| det, pigetque referre, and they themſelves 
muſt have been aſhamed of them, had they 
not loſt all Shame. I thought to have given 
my Reader an Abſtract of what Dr. Raznolds 
has largely written concerning this apocry- 
phal Book, who has plainly diſcovered four 
or five Lies in it, which are alſo taken Notice 
of by John Gerard, the famous Lutheran 
Divine, and others; but I conceive there is 


no Need of further Enlargement upon this 
Subject, 
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Subje&t, having already tired myſelf, and, I 
fear, my Reader too, with raking into this 
ſtinking Kennel. | 
-  T ſhall now therefore proceed to the next 
in order, viz. The Book of Judith, the 
whole of which is ordered to be read in the 
Church from October th, to QFober the 
12th incluſively, containing 16 Chapters, all 
which I look upon as a mere Forgery and 
Fiction from firſt to laſt ; for, ſo far as it 
rs to me, there was never any ſuch 
City as Bethulia, never any ſuch Woman as 
Fudith, or any ſuch General as Holofernec, 
but all is falſe and fabulous, and conſequently 
very unfit to be read in the Place that is, or 
ſhould be ſacred to Truth; and admit that 
the Matter were otherwiſe, and that the Sub- 
ſtance of the Story were true, yet, in my 
Opinion, it were ſo much the worſe, I mean 
ſo much the more unworthy of Publication 
in the Houſe of God, becauſe there are Things 
in it that are very vile, wicked, and abomi- 
nable, fit to be abhorred rather than imi- 
tated, which yet are propoſed as very noble 
and heroical Exploits. I will be bold to fay, 
that if ever there were ſuch a Woman as Ju- 
dith, ſhe was a very vile and wicked Woman, 
notwithſtanding her pretended Zeal and De- 
votion, and her many Prayers and fine Speech- 
es; ſhe was an odious Hypocrite, a _— 
| ble 
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ble Liar and Diſſembler, and a barbarous 
bloody Murderer.; the Shame, inſtead of 
being the Glory of the Female — But the 
beſt of it is, that I am verily perſwaded that 
there was never any ſuch Tranſaction as is 
therein related; and I am indeed amazed, 
that ſo great a Man as Dean Prideaux ould 
ſo much as lean to the contrary Opini 

Du Pin, who was obliged to — 
at its Vindication for the Honour of his 
Church, which has canonized it, does labour 
under inſuperable Difficulties in his Attempt, 
and owns, that one, at leaſt, of the Argu- 
ments of Proteſtant Authors againſt i it ſeem'd 
to him unanſwerable, Page 92. and confeſ- 
ſes, that the Writer of this Apocryphal Book 
muſt be an Impoſtor or a Hiſtorian, and I 
think it will be no difficult Matter to prove 
him the former. In order to fave myſelf a 
great Deal of needleſs Pains, in turning over 
a Multitude of Books, I ſhall content myſelf 
with giving my Readers an Abſtract of what 
Dr. Raynolds has ſo largely and learnedly 
written upon this Subject, who has clearly 
ſhewn, and plainly proved, that this Story 
of Judith is ſo far from being canonical, that 
it 1s * falſe and ſpurious, that it is 
2 and its Author guilty of Impie- 

and that as for Judith herſelf (if ever 

had been ſuch a Woman) ſhe makes 

herſelf an Exciter of Holofernes to 2 
H Lu 
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Luſt, and at length a bloody Murderer. 
That ſhe not only Lies, r 
of Truth an Actomplice with her in her Lies 
and Perjuries, and profanes his Name in a 
moſt. ſhameful Manner; all theſe horrible 
Crimes ſhe is charged with in the Index, 
which are fully made good er in the 
Body. af the BoKE. 

- And firit as ta the Falfity of che whole Sto- 
ry, he ſtrongly argues from the Silence of Jo- 

who would not have failed to mention 

4 Thing ſo remarkable, and ſo much for. the 
Honour: of his Nation, if there had been any 
Truth in it. His own Words are theſe, 
Hiftor:am Judith, rei tautie, tam celebris, tam 
Jradudje Fudtrit, Fojepbum: preconem tantum 
i gentis, qui - owes eſus. ontiquitates expli- 
candus fuſcept, atque adeo quajtdam affinxit in 
laudem & admirutiunem ſuc gentis cam præter- 
mittera mulu modo af l, i. e. Tis no 

— likely that Zo/ephus, ſo great a Proclaimer 
of the Glory. of his Nation, who undertook 
— ltin Antiquities, and even enlarged 
toa:far ſometimes, in order. to advance the 
Praiſe and — of = Country, ſhould 

et vy t of ſo great a 
8 
Feople of the as this ef Faith ; but 
tho! this be indeed what may juſtly give a 
confidering Perſon very gieat Reaſon to diſbe- 


v * 728, Oc. 
lieve 


the Abbe HA. 33 
— it, fa the Doctor, Men pelo i 
bi ork quicquant Rs fs 
uarth, ni totum ipſimm corpus Biſtor ic of 
— indent 7.z, Tdo 
defire that the Silence of Foſephas thouli"bs 
atfy Prejudice to the Book of Yudith, 'ubleſs 
L prove the whole Body of the Hiſtory to be 
feigned and counterfeit, which He very full 
does in what follows. © But it would be 
difficult to bring his Reaſohitigs upon this 
Head into ſuch a Compendium, as would be 
any way ſuitable to my intended revit) &, that 
all chufe rather to 1 the car Res- 
der to the Book itſelf, than to trouble com- 
mon Readers witli ſo much dry, the! very 
ftrong and unanfwerable Argu mentation. 
His Reaſoning in per Doing * 85 
mentioned, proceed . 
— Naehe 5 ors is e Talib he 
ng of Afjriz, is the fame with Ne. 
. the King of Babylon, and the Doctor 
— proved that the Story cannot be 
upon that Suppoſition. And then he 
on 1 05 demonſtrate , that ſip ſuppoling J Tu- 
oo s Nabuchodnofor to be the fame with (um- 
byfes, as the Popih Writer Medina would have 
it; yet, even ſo the Story is utterly falſe, and 
has no fewer than ſix manifeſt Lies in it, ſd 
he calls them in his uncourtly Lan ge, 
Mendacia being his own Word, wfin 


They extending from Page 728 to 751. | 


+ From Page 751 to 766. 
A 2 - 
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as the common Saying is, to call a Spade, a 
Spade. The learned Dean Prideaux being 
aware of the utter Impoſſibility of ſupport- 
ing the Credit of Judith's Story upon any of 
the old Hypotheſes, has thought fit to place 
it in the Time of Manaſſeb, and conjectures 
that Saoſduchinus the Son of Eſarbaddon, is 
the Perſon who in the Book of Judith is call- 
ed Nabuchodonoſor.* But he ſays nothing in 
Anſwer to the Objection taken from the Si- 
lence of Foſephus, and there being no ſuch 
. City as Bethulia mentioned in Scripture, or 
any other Hiſtory, &c. But I ſhall not 
- purſue this Matter any further, ſeeing the 
himſelf is far from being at any Cer- 
tainty in the Matter, for after having ſaid all 
that he could in its Favour,he concludes thus, 
+ I muſt acknowledge that what is above- 
ſaid, doth not ſo far clear the Matter, eſpe- 
cially in reſpect of the fourth Objection, taken 
from the Age of Judith; but that if any one 
will ſtill contend that it is only a religious Ro- 
mance, or a parabolical Fiction, as Grotius 
himſelf makes it, and not a true Hiſtory, I 
ſhall not enter into any Controverſy with 
him about it: Only thus much I muſt inſiſt 
on, that if it be a true Hiſtory, (which I am 
inclined moſt to think, tho I will nat be poſi- 
tive init) it can fall no where elſe but in the 
Time where I have laid it; but Bellarmine 


age 27, Cc. + Page 33. 


puts 
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puts it yet farther back, and will have it that 
Nabuchodonoſor in Fudith is the fame with 
Merodach-Baladan, who was King of Baby- 
lon in the Time of Hezekiah, who is fully 
confuted by Dr. Rainolds * and Gerard +: 
But the greateft Quarrel I have with Judith 
ariſes from her own perſonal Character. 'Tis 
not ſo material wh her Story be true or 
falſe, but that which to me is an unanſwera- 
bleObjeCtion againſt theLawtulneſs of binding 
it up in the Bible, and reading it to the Peo- 
ple is, that (as Dr. Rainolds has fully proved, 
though it is indeed a Matter which needs no 
laborious Proof, being ſufficiently obvious to 
every conſiderate and impartial Reader) the 
appears to have been a very vile Perſon in 
many Inſtances ; ſhe tells Lies upon Lies, in 
order to bring Holofernes into the Snare ſhe had 
laid for his Lite; which at laſt ſhe treacherouſ- 
ſy and barbarouſly deprived him of. *Tis faid 
indeed of her, Ch. viii. 7, 8, That ſhe was 
of a goodly Countenance,--and there was none 
gave her an ill Word, for ſhe feared God 
greatly ; but if this be true, how came it to 
that ſhe defiled herſelf, tot & tam gravi- 
flagitiis, lenocinio, homicidio, menda- 

cio, perjuris, & impia divini nominis prof a- 
natione, as Dr. Rainolds expreſſes it ||, with 
ſo many and ſo great Crimes, ſuch as prank- 
ing up herſelf to provoke Holofernes's Luſt, 


® Page 830, Cc. f Page 192, c. || Page Ma 
| urder, 


when he Eid, G fg was Heir Anger, for it 
was fierce, end thar Wrath, for it was cru- 
el (Gen, xlix. 7.) yet Fuditb, in her Prayer to 
God, plainly tells him, chat it was done by 

his Direction and Aſſiſtance, ag Chapter 

It. 2, Oc. 0 Tore Ged gf , the Simeon, 
to whom thou gaveſt a Sward to take Vengeance 
of the Strangers, who Iooſed the Girdle of a 
Maid to defile ber, and d;ſcovered the Thigh to 
ber Shame; and polluted her Virginity to ber 
Reproach. N bereſore thou gaveſt their Rulers 
to be ſlain, fo that they ; by therr Bed in 


_ 


Blood, being . deceived, (as ſhe was a going to 
do by Holofernes) and N the: Servants 
with their Lordi, and their Lords upon their 
Thrones, and haſt given their Wives for 4 
Prey, and their Daughters to be Captives, and 
all their Spoils to be divided among thy dear 
Children, which were moved with thy Zeal, 
and abborred the Pollution of their Blood, and 
called upon thee for Aid: O God, O my Gad. 
bear me alſo a Widow. For thou haſt wrought 
SE not 


1 : * 
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nat only theſe things, but 


the Things which 
fell out before, and which enſued after, &c. 


And Verſe 9, 1o, &c. Give into mine Hand, 
which am a Widow, the. Power that I have. 
cuncei ved. Smite by the Deceit of my Lins 
the Servant with the Prince. ] pray ther, I 
pray thee, O God of my Father, . &c, hear 
thou my Prayer, and make my Speech and De- 
ceit to be therr Wound and Stripe, &c. Thus 
prayed this wicked Woman (if ever there 
were ſuch a Monſter of a Woman) and thus 
did the preſume to plead with a God of in- 
finite Righteouſheſs and Mercy, when ſhe 
was begging, of him to affift her in her curſed 
Deſign of aſſaſſinating and murdering a Man 
to whom ſhe ptoſeſſed the greateſt Reſpect and 
Kindneſs unaginable, and putting on a great 
Appez of Religion at the ſame Time, 
ſaying to him at the ſixteenth Verſe of the 
eleventh Chapter, and onwards; Gad (ſhe 
ſhould rather have ſaid the Devil) _ 
me to work Things with thee <obereat all the 
Earth ſhall be aſtoniſbed (and well indeed the 
might at her monſtrous Wickedneſs) For 
Servant. is religious, and ſerveth the God of 
Heaven Day and Night (horreſco referens!) 
Now therefore, my Lord, I will remain with 
thee, and thy: Servant will go. out by Night in- 
to the Valley, and Troill pray unto God (viz. to 


help her to cut off his Head) and I will kad 
thee thro' the mid/t of Judta, until thou come 
| before 


— — 
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before Jeruſalem, and 1rwill ſet thy Throne in 
the mi qi thereof, and thou ſhalt drive them as 
Sheep that have no Shepherd.--- For theſe Things 
were told me, and T am ſent to tell thee. Im- 
2 Wretch, who dared to ſay that God 
d ſent her to tell ſuch Lies, and to perpe- 
trate ſuch a horrid Murder, of which we 
have an Account in the thirteenth Chapter, at 
the ſeventh and eighth Verſes, and onwards; 


She approached to bis Bed, and took hold of the 


Hair of his Head, and ſaid, Strengthen me, 
O Lord God of Tjrael, this Day, and ſhe ſmote 
froice upon his Neck with all her Might, and 


ſhe took away bis Head from him, and tum- 


bled his Body dum from the Bed, &c. This 
now is the Heroine of the Apocrypha in her 
proper Colours, drawn:by the Hand of her 
own Hiſtorian, whoever he was; and is ſuch 


, abominable Stuff as this fit to be read by a 


chriſtian Miniſter to chriſtian People? The 
very reading and hearing of which is enough 
to chill the Blood in one's Veins, and to fill 
any tender-hearted Perſon with a ſhivering 
Horror. I ſhall not purſue this melancholy 


Subject any further, but here put a Period to 


myObſervations upon this Story of the famous, 
or rather infamous Judith. The next that fol- 
low in order, are the Additaments to the Book 
of Eſtber, as to which I ſhall only ſay, that 
tho they have been received into the Canon 
by the Council of Trent, yet they have been 
ES proved 
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proved by Raynolds; Gerard, and others, to be 
apocryphal, not being written in Hebrew, or 


by any Prophet, and containing ſome Things 


that are repugnant to the truly canonical 
Book of Eſiber, and contrary to hiſtorical 


Truth in ſeveral Inſtances, which ſuch as un- 
derſtand Latin, may find ſufficiently ſhewn 
by the forementioned Author, and particu- 
larly by the latter, from Page 202, to 211, 
Sc. but theſe Chapters which are added to 
Eſther, not being ordered to be publickly read, 
tho they are unworthily bound up in our Bi- 
bles, I ſhall not take any further Notice 
That which follows next is the Book of 
Wiſdom, in which (as I have already acknow- 
ledged) there are a great many. excellent Say- 
ings, but they have one great Blemiſh, viz. 
That their Author, like the Pſeudb- Eſdras, 
takes upon him to be what he was not, and 
boldly perſonates that great King of Mal, and 
wiſeſt of all mere Mortals, Solomon, from 
whom he was far removed both in Time and 
Dignity, ſaying expreſly, Chap. ix. 7, 8. TB 
haſt. choſen me to be a King of thy People, thou 
haſt commanded me to build à Temple upon thy 
holy Mount, &c. An Inſtance of intollerable 
Arrogance and Preſumption, to tell the Al- 


mighty ſuch a notorious Lie to his Face; be- 


ſides which, there are ſeveral Miſtakes have 
been noted in this Book, and it has been pro: 
I ved 


—— — 
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ved not to be of canonical Authority by Rui- 
noldi, Gerard, Turretine, and others, upon which 
Account, I cannot True of its being bound 
op in the Bible, and read to the 

The next is the long and excellent ok of 
Ecclefiaſticus, of which I muſt fay much the 
fame with what 1 have already ſaid concerni 
the former, that it is a very valuable, but yet 
not a truly divine Book, and conſequently not 
fit or proper to be read as ſuch. Gerard, Nai- 
olds, and others, have obſerved ſeveral Things 
m it not agreeable to the canonical Scriptures, 
nor to-the Analogy of Faith, but contrary to 
the Truth; however, the Particulars being 
but few, and the Book in general allowed to 
de uſeful, T ſhall ſay no more about it, only 
with - that it 'might be read only in a more 

ivate Manner, and thiat ſo great a Part of 

God's Word might not be left out of the Ka- 
, to make Way for that which is not ſo; 
ſay, fo great a Part of God's Word ; for by 
Archbiſhop King's * own Acknowledgment, 
there is abont a tenth Part of the O Teſta- 
ment,” with ſome Part of the Revelation, left 
out of the Order for the publick reading of 
the Scriptutes, the moſt myſterious Parts of 
which fi t, Tfhould think, be much better 
read, ank be more to the Edification of the 


| People, * ſuch falſe and dangerous Books 


page 77. of his Diſcourſe of the Inventions of Men i in 
the Workhip of God. 


ag 
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as thoſe of Tabit.and Fudith,. ſeveral Chap- 
ters of which can ſerve only to teach them 
Lying, Hypocriſy, &c. | 

The next is Baruch, 0 Bock of fo. little 
Authority, that it Muſter even 
at Trent itſelf with Difficulty, - as Father 
Paul informs us in his excellent Hiſtory of 
that Council, where he ſays, That the 
Book of Baruch troubled {We woll, which 
is not put in the Number of the Canonical 
Books, neither by the Laogiceans, nor thoſe of 
Carthage, nor by of — Pope, and therefore ſhould 
be left out, 4 lis Reaſon, as becauſe 
the Beginning of it cannot be found. How- 
ever they got over theſe Difficulties at laſt ; 
and twould have been a Wonder indeed, + 
they who had ſwallowed ſuch Camels ſhould 
have ſtuck at ſo little a Gnat. Dean Pride- 
aux tells uss, That Grotius thinks this Book 
was wholly feigned by ſome Helleniſtical Jew. 
under Baruch's Name, and fo do many others; 
and it cannot be denied, but that they have. 
ſtrong Reaſons on their Side, Ne it 
is bound up with the reſt in our Bibles, and or- 
dered to be read in publick, and in my poor 
Judgment with much better Reaſon than ſome 
others, as containing many pious: Confeſſions, 
Prayers, Sc. Such as have a Mind to know 
any thing mare about it, may conſult Gerard 
and others, for I am now haltning to a Cloſs 
of this Efay. 


12 Next 
®* Page 58. 
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Next follows the Song ' of the three hol, 
Children, as an Addition to the third Chapter 
of Daniel, but I think this is not ordered to be 
read, tho' I humbly conceiveitis more worthy 
of it by far than fome others, and particularly 
than the next but one, viz. the monſtrous and 
ridiculous Story of Be/ and the Dragon, which 
is full of nothing but Folly and Falſehood, and 
is fit for nothing but to ſet the very Children 
a gaping, and ſtaring, and laughing when they 
hear it read in the Church, as it was ordered to 
be by the Synod or Convocation in 1662, and 
not ſooner, for I think it is in none of the for- 
mer Kalendars; and they might as well have 
ordered the Story of George, the famous Cham- 
pion of England, and his Dragon to have been 
read for the Edification of the Hearers. 
As to the Hiſtory of Suſanna, which is to 
be read juſt before Bell and the Dragon, all 
that I ſhall fay of it is, That it is a pretty di- 
verting Tale or Legend, fit for good old Folks 
to rcad, and talk of in the Chimney-Corner 
in a Winter Evening. I have but one ſmall 
Fault to find with it, which is only this, that 
there is not one Word of Truth in the whole 
Story, any more than in that already men- 
tioned, tho' tis much leſs abſurd and ridicu- 
lous; however, the wiſe Council of Trent 
have admitted them both into. the Canon, 
and conſequently, with the Papiſts, they 
muſt paſs for ſacred Stories, and-be reckoned 
as 


* 
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as true as ; Goſpel, tho” they are as falſe as an 
of the Tales in Rabelais, &c. But thoſe, 
whoſe Throats are wide enough to ſwallow 
the Monſter of Tranſubſtantiation, need not 
fear being choaked with any other lye how 
great and monſtrous ſoever. Dr. Nicholls is 
pleaſed to dignify this ill contrived Fable with 
the honourable Title of pia quedam allegoria; 
but ſurely, pious as it is, the more pious Al- 
legories of the Holy Spirit, particularly thoſe 
contained in theSong of Salomon, were as worth 
of a Place in the Kalendar, and might as profi- 
. tably have been read to the People as the Sto- 
ries of Tobit, and Fudith, and 5 and this 
of Bell and the Dragon, tho' the Doctor ex- 
cuſes the Omiſſion of them, by inſinuating, 
that they ſpeak too broadly, of venereal Mat- 
ters, His Words are, Quæ cum res venereas 
um more expreſſas deſeriberent, animis 
haud bene firmatfs affettus nimis incampoſitos 
poffint excitare. Upon which, his learned An- 
2 has this ſmart, and, I think, juſt Ani- 
madverſion, Mala mens, malus animus. Ego 
lectiones ex eo defumptas longe utiliores fere 
uam eas Apocryphorum Scriptorum affirmare 
2 dubito ＋ But enough of theſe Things 
They that deſire to ſee a Confutation of 
Fable of Suſan, and Bell, and the Dragon, 


Page 322 of his Defenſio' Eccigſiæ Anglicane. 
1 Feircii Vindiciæ Fratrum Piſentientium, &c. Page 422. 
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may find it in the Writings of Gerard de 
$5 turd, and others. 

There now only remains the two Books of 
the Maccibees, the former of which is indeed 
a very valuable Piece of Hiſtory, and, as 
Dean, Prideaier ſays, comes the neareſt to the 
Style and Manner 'of the facred hiſtorical 
Writings of an extant, tho! tis not altoge- 
ther free from es; but the latter does 
abound with Errors,” as Dean Prideaux him- 
- acknowledges'®. But theſe Books being 

not publickly read, I ſhall take no moſe No- 
tice of them, believing that the Readers, as 
Well as myelt, wilt be willing enough to ſee 
an End of this Differtation, which is ow 
very near. "Up n the whic te Matter,” 
very. ſenſible t many, into v 
wel Fapers may fall, wilt de ready to en- 
t for a Man is the Author of 
der Yo homo glbus ] ater ? Is he for 
05 Jen the the Church? ＋ Friend or an Ene- 
my to the publick Eſtabliſhment? To which 
J anſwer in a Word, Ny! refert; tis the 
Matter, not the Man, which my Readers are 
moſt concerned about ; what he fays, and 
not who fays it, is chiefly to be oalidered 
Suppoſe the worſt, that he is an Enemy to 
the Church, yet ſtill the common Saying 
would take Plice'; Fas N, & ab 2 decers. 
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tinue, and 
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But I will venture to aſſure my Readers that 
this is not the Cafe, The Writer of theſe 
Sheets is an hearty Friend to the Proteſtant 
Religion in general, and no Enemy to the 
eſtabliſhed Church in particular, as he has 
faithfully profeſſed in the Introduction to this 
Eſſay, but one that cordially wiſhes for its fut- 
ther Reforrnation/in fachThings a — uire the 
ſame ; for he cannot it ſo tar, as 
to ſay that it has no Defeats. 
And thus 1 have finiſhed what I had "_ 
offer to the ſerious Confideration of my Su- 
in Church and State; and I mal on- 
add for a Clofe of this Effay, that if, at- 
ter all that has been faid, or can be ſaid upon 
this Subject, and a all the Evidence of 
Reaſon, and all the rguments from Religion, 
the indefetifible Practice of reading ſo great a 
Part of the a phal Books muſt ſtill con- 
eavy Burden be laid upon 
the Conſciences of the Clergy to read, and of 
the Laity to hear ſuch a Number of Tales 
and Fables in the Houſe of God, I ſhall not 
wonder if the Separation from t the eſtabliſh- 
ed Church continues and increaſes, and if 
thoſe who are of no Church at all (of which, 
alas ! the Number is very great at this Day) 
be hardned more and more in their Infidelity 
and Contempt of divine Revelation, when 


they find that no Alteration in ſo unaccount- 
able 


"op E884 Y concerning 


2 able and irreligious a Cuſtom is to be obtain: 
= ed, and that ſuch, impious Ros re 10h by 
bl publiſhed with a. Gontitz a8 if they 
I Were the. moſt ſacred. rut e 
i Alade with ſaying, that d e 47 
1 l e for. what I cannot mend, and 
=: Mall at leaſt have the inward SatjafaQory 0 05 


N dreſs of what I ng needs account an high 
118 Affront to Almighty God and a very great 
1's Lale ffenee to ſuch 3 have e the Intereſt of true 
| bse and Gadlngs i. Hawn, and tall 
18 whole Rept Her that has 

„ 1 made uſe of upon 99 and 1 
* y Occaſions. ' | 
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